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Guide to good academic writing

A number of interesting patterns emerged from the analysis of the BNC. The top four collocates

(identified using the MI score, 3a-MI(3), L5-R5, C10-NC10) of the verb fuck include two types of

grammatical words: i) adverbial particles (off and up) and ii) pronouns (you and all). The

concordance lines revealed contexts in which these are used. As can be seen in example (1), the

adverbial particles typically appear in phrasal verbs such as fuck off.

(1) Tell him to fuck off [BN3].
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